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Dilemmas 

 

Benefits: Discussion, Morals and Beliefs, Listening 

Ages:  KS2, KS3, KS4, KS5 

Equipment: None 

Organisation: A discussion activity. Could be pairs, groups or whole class 

 

There's nothing like a good moral dilemma to get a group discussing something. These have 

all been written as though they're about somebody else as I find tutees are more willing to 

offer advice as to what someone else should do. 

All of these situations are followed by "What should he/she do?" although I also like to ask 

"What would you hope you would do?" and "What do you honestly think you would actually 

do?" 
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Dilemmas 

 

Andrew is walking along the high street and sees some money sticking out of a cash machine. 

There's no one around so it's not obvious who it belongs to. 

 

In Ali's art class, the students are all asked to draw their best friend from that class. Ali knows 

that some people won't have anyone choose to draw them and it will probably upset them. 

Should Ali suggest that everyone just draws the person next to them instead even though the 

teacher will probably tell her off for questioning her instructions? 

 

Two of Tim's friends have set up an offensive website about a teacher. Tim is pretty sure he's 

the only other person who knows it was them and the headteacher is making it very clear she 

will punish the people that did it and anyone else who knew about it. 

 

Laura has been at a party and her friend's dad arrives in his car to pick them up. As she is 

climbing in, Laura can tell that the dad has been drinking quite a bit. 

 

Paul is good at maths and frequently does well in lessons and homework. However, he rarely 

does very well in tests. Before the next test, a friend finds the answer sheet on the teacher's 

desk, steals it and offers to show Paul. 

 

Helen has been invited to a big party that all her friends are talking about. The host's parents 

are out of town and Helen knows that if her mum finds out that there won't be any adults 

there, she won't be allowed to go. Should she keep quiet about it and if questioned, should 

she lie and say there will be parents there? 

 

Heather receives her school report and sees she's been given a B for science when her teacher 

told her she was planning on giving her an E grade. Her parents have promised her £50 

(which they can reasonably afford) if all her grades are C or above and this seemingly wrong 

science grade would mean she qualifies. 

 

Dave is going to a fairground and knows that if he lies about his age, he can get in for less. 

He plans on spending all his money at the fair, but by lying, he'll get to go on more rides. 

Should he lie about his age? 

 

And a little more serious: 

 

Chris is on a plane that is going to crash. The oxygen masks drop down but the mask for the 

person sitting next to him is clearly broken. 

 

If a ship is sinking, a common phrase is "Women and children first". Is this sensible in the 

case of babies and the elderly? Babies are unlikely to survive in a life raft and the elderly 

have already lived most of their life. Also, aren’t men and women supposed to be equal? 


