
UK average salaries 2021 
Jobs that don’t require a degree 

Waiter 25 543  Courier 32 257  Personal trainer 22 587 

Electrician 37 838  Recruitment consultant 29 810  Photographer 44 015 

Cleaner 19 479  Warehouse operative 19 283  Care worker 20 600 

HGV driver 27 874  Chef 23 774  Plumber 40 028 

Office Manager 36 974  Labourer 21 864  Carpenter 34 959 

Source: https://www.mirror.co.uk/money/average-salaries-30-jobs-dont-23856063  

Income Tax 2020 — 2021 

Everyone in the UK has a personal allowance.  This is their annual amount of tax-free 

income. 

The standard personal allowance for 2020-2021 is £12 500 

 

 

National Insurance 2020-2021 

Percentage NI 

due 

Min weekly 

income 

Max weekly 

income 

Min yearly 

income 

Max yearly 

income 

0%   £183   £9 500 

12% £183.01 £962 £9 500.01 £50 000 

2% Above £962   Above £50 000   

Questions: 

1) How much income tax does a cleaner on the average salary pay per year? 

2) What are the national insurance contributions for a plumber on the average salary per year? 

3) How much income tax is paid per year by a photographer being paid £12 000 above average? 

 

4) What is the take-home monthly pay for an HGV driver on the average salary? 

5) Charlotte is a carpenter.  

She is currently being paid the average salary but is offered another job paying £3 000 per year more.  

She is worried that this will put her into the higher tax bracket and she’ll actually be worse off overall. 

What advice would you give Charlotte? (You should show calculations to support your advice.) 

 

6) Mark has just moved into his first home with his husband Jon.  

They want to update the kitchen and think this will cost £3 500. 

As an experienced electrician and personal trainer, they each earn 10% above average for their job. 

They have calculated that they should be able to save 15% of their combined take-home pay each month. 

How many months will it take to be able to pay for the kitchen update? 

Rate Taxable Income 

Basic: 20% Up to £37 500 

Higher: 40% £37 501 to £150 000 

https://www.mirror.co.uk/money/average-salaries-30-jobs-dont-23856063

